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Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [12.11 pm]: I would like to inform the house 
that Western Australia’s wild sandalwood harvest quota has been reduced by 17 per cent, thereby improving 
conservation and management outcomes for this sought-after native tree and providing a range of regional, social 
and economic outcomes. From 1 July this year, the quota will fall from 3 000 tonnes to 2 500 tonnes a year. The 
new harvest level requires that green or living sandalwood does not exceed a maximum of 50 per cent, or 
1 250 tonnes each year, and includes all parts of the tree except leaves, bark and very small branches, in order to 
maximise what is used. 
Changes to the wild sandalwood harvest quota have come about following an inquiry into the sandalwood 
industry by the Legislative Council Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs and subsequent 
recommendations from a Department of Parks and Wildlife working group. This new quota has been determined 
after considering the volume of sandalwood and future yield projections; the land base available for harvest, and 
from which harvest is precluded; regeneration and recruitment issues, and compliance and enforcement matters; 
together with an understanding of future supply from sandalwood plantations. 
Sandalwood is highly valued for its wood and aromatic oils, particularly in Asian markets. It is essential that we 
manage the wild sandalwood resource to provide conservation, social and economic benefits especially in 
regional communities, while the industry, which has been operating in Western Australia since 1844, transitions 
towards plantation-grown sandalwood. The new harvest quota, which will apply for 10 years until 
31 December 2026, is just one of a number of state government reforms to assist with the conservation of the 
species. These reforms include the new Biodiversity Conservation Bill, which is currently before state 
Parliament. The bill will replace the outdated Sandalwood Act 1929 and provide much higher penalties for the 
illegal harvesting of wild sandalwood. Under the new legislation, the existing $200 penalty will be raised to 
$200 000 for individuals and $1 million for corporations. These changes demonstrate the government’s 
commitment to economic and environmental outcomes in regional Western Australia. 
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